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ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
Municipal Officers
OF THE
Town of Rumford
FOR THE Y E A R  ENDING
FEBRUARY 15, 1901
maine STATe  l i b r a r y,
A u g u S T A ,  - MAI E.RUMFORD FALLS, ME.
T im e s  B o o k  a n d  Jo b  P r i n t ,   m a r  7
1901. 
1901
ANNUAL R E P O R T
OF
Municipal Officers
OF TH E
Town of Rumford
FOR T H E YEA R  ENDING
FEBRUARY 15, 1901.
RUMFORD FALLS, ME.
T i m es Book  a n d  J ob P r i n t ,
Town Officers, 1900.
Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers the '
H . C .  D u n t o n , Y .  A .  T h u r s t o n , j .  S .  M o r s e .
Clerk ,
F. O. E a t o n .
Treasurer,
F. B. M a r t i n .
Collector, 
H a r r i s  L. E l l i o t t .
A uditor ,
School Committee,
A . J .  C o l c o r d , J .  J .  C a l h o u n , J .  E ,  S t e p h e n s ,
-H i r a m  F . A b b o t t .
R . T . P a r k e r
Selectmen’s Report.
V A L U A T IO N .
Resident real estate, $766,800 00
Resident personal estate, 166,610 00
Non-resident real estate, 500,915 00
Non-resident personal estate, 226,505 00
'Total Valuation, $1,660,830 00
A P P R O P R I A T E D  AND A S S E S S E D .
State tax,
Y
$ 4 ,3QI 57
County tax, 2,676 26
Common schools, • 4,200 00
Support of poor, i ,5 °o 00
'Town debt and interest, 3>3° ° 00
Miscellaneous expenses, 2,500 00
Repairs on roads and bridges, 7,000 00
School books, 700 00
Repairs on school houses, 600 00
Discount on taxes, 1,000 00
Free High schools, 1,800 00
Observance of Memorial Day, 5° 00
To move South Rumford school house, 3° ° 00
For making filling in highway No. side
Androscoggin, 400 00
For sewer in Virginia, 1,000 00
To re-imburse the general fund amount
advanced to schools in 1899, 2,95° 00
Fractional overlay, 34° !5
Total, $34,617 98
Number of polls, 1,297.
Rate of poll tax, $3.00.
Amount of poll tax,
Rate of property tax, $0.0185. 
Amount of property tax,
Total commitment,
PO O R A C C O U N T .
D r .
To amount appropriated and raised, 5
Received from the town of Phillips on
account of Win. Coffren,
Received from the State, account of
State paupers,
Due from the State on account of Ben­
jamin Lord,
Due from the town of Wilton on account
of Chas. Mayhew’s family,
Due from the town of Benton on acct.
of Mrs. May Burgess,
Due from the town of Raymond on
account of Lyman D. Thurlovv,
Due from State, account Sidney Russell,
Due from State for burying Joe Small,
Undrawn Feb. 15, 1900,
Total available fund,
By paid Chas. Kneeland for board of 
Mayhew boy,
By paid C. F. Abbott, account of J. D. 
Gibson,
Paid support of Eliza Manson : 
Insane hospital,
E X P E N S E S  OF PO O R O F F  TOW N F A R M .
sPaid support of Frank Woods :
Insane hospital,
Paid support of Sidney R u sse ll :
T. H. Burgess for supplies,
Paid support of J. K . P. Simpson: 
Paid support of Benj. Lord:
D. W. Brown,
G. A. Peabody Co.,
Angus Gillin,
J. J. Calhoun,
J. S. Morse,
C. H. McKenzie & Co.,
Dan Weaver,
C. F. Abbott,
A. K. Martin,
Paid for support of Sadie Curtis- 
Maine Industrial school,
Paid for burying Joseph Small : 
Mark Farrar for nursing,
S. W. Holt & Son for casket,
Chas. Morse for digging grave, 
Frank R. Simpson for watching,
Paid for care of Mrs. Samuel Young : 
Town of Gray,
Paid for care of Mrs. Fred Merritt: 
M. Marx for goods,
H. C. Dunton, cash paid out,
Paid for care of Fred Robie: 
Miss Bertha Cox for nursing, 
Ben Schwind for room rent and 
J. A. Nile, medical services,
care,
J. A. Nile, cash paid out, 
Mrs. Garvin for nursing.
Paid for care of John Buldoc: 
C. F. Abbott,
C. F. Abbott,
Paid Dr. A. L. Stanwood : 
h'or anti toxine for Peter Porter,
disinfecting Peter Porter’s house, 
anti toxine for Potvin child, 
disinfecting Potvin house, 
anti toxine for Mrs. Gill, 
disinfecting house,
Paid J. J. Calhoun,
For disinfecting Andrew Fitzpatrick
house,
disinfecting Jim Clark house, 
disinfecting Cote house, 
disinfecting Quillon house, 
disinfecting Coombs house, 
cofhn for McKenzie child, 
burying Joe Potvin child, 
burying Andrew Fitzpatrick child, 
burying Gallant child, 
disinfecting Goodwin house, 
disinfecting Burgess house, 
disinfecting Filburn house, 
disinfecting Bushlary house,
\
\  I
Paid Dr. C. M. B isb ee :
7
For medical attendance, Angus Me-
Dougal family,
disinfecting house,
medical attendance Arthur Allen,
anti toxine for McDougal,
anti toxine for Quillon,
Paid A. Z. Cates :
For anti toxine,
Paid C. F. Abbott :
For goods furnished Filburn,
goods furnished Manson,
Paid J. S. Merritte :
For feeding tramps in lock up,
Paid sundry pauper bills,
Paid for support of Lyman Thurlow:
Paid for support of Mrs. Mary Burgess:
Dr. Wheet.
~  * ■
Total,
Undrawn Feb. 15, 1901,
s
*
8
TOW N F A R M  A C C O U N T .
D r .
Virgil Abbott, hauling wood,
Geo. Blanchard, hauling ice,
Mrs. G. A. Abbott, balance of salary
for year 1899,
S. P. Abbott, balance of salary for
year 1899,
S. P. Abbott, for cow,
C. H. Abbott, use of bull,
R. F. Ins. A gc ’y, town farm buildings,
H. A. Knight, two shoats,
Geo. E. Blanchard, team work,
James S. Morse, grain and flour,
S. P. Abbott and wife, full payment
for 1900,
Chas. H. Abbott, team work,
J. K. Welch, use of bull,
$229 09
 Cr .-------
Reed, from Chas. H. Abbott, 3 calves sold, $ 1 5  00S. P. Abbott, hay sold, 6 
C. H. Graham, hay sold, 6 00
C. H. Abbott, hens sold, 8 50
John Welch, hay sold, 8 30
C. F. Abbott, potatoes sold, 12 25
R. F. Insurance Agency, rebate
for policy on farm buildings, 12 91
Expense over income,
IN V E N T O R Y  OF TOWN F A R M  P R O P E R T Y .
i creamer, farming tools, household furniture and
bedding, $ l 5 °  00
9
TOWN C H A R G E S .
Appropriated and assessed, $
Due from State for paid Supt. of schools,
Due from State for sheep killed by dogs,
Cash reed, from licenses,
Cash reed, from G. W. Johnson, office
rent,
Amt. undrawn Feb. 15, 1900,
Total available fund,
Paid G. W. Johnson, services supervisor
of schools, year 1899,
Fred 0 . Eaton, services town clerk,
1899,
H. F. Abbott, services auditor, 1899,
Jas. S. Morse, services selectman,
1899,
F. B. Martin, services treas., 1899,
Y. A. Thurston, services selectman.
1899,
H. C. Dunton, services selectman,
1899,
J. W. Stuart, services pres. Board of
Health, 1899,
J. J. Calhoun, services school com.,
1900,
A. J. Colcord, services school com.,
1900,
J. E. Stephens, services school com.,
1900,
Fred A. Porter, services Sec’y Board
of Health, 1900,
t o
J. W. Withee, office rent, 1899, 100 00
R. F. Pub. Co., printing, 54 75
J. S. Sturtevant, returning births and
deaths, 1 25
R. F. Pub. Co., printing order book, 9 25
G. W. Stearns, stamped envelopes, 10 60
G. W. Johnson, use of team, 75
Henry Nelson, surveying school
house lot at Rumford Center, 2 5°
Loring, Short & Harmon, books, 17 75
A. E. Morrison, collector’s bond. 75 00
R. F. Pub. Co., printing, 3 25
C. E. Fernald, books for town clerk, 4 80
Fred 0 . Eaton, clerk hire, 40 00
W. 0 . Raynes, clerk hire, 45 00
R. F. Ins. Agency, insuring lock up, 5 00
R. F. Pub. Co., printing, 3 00
R. F. Light & Water Co., lights for
lock up, 6 25
R. F. Pub. Co., printing, 5 25
H. L. Elliott, services as col., 1899, 294 52
Fairbanks Scale C o , weights and
measures for town scales, 46 68
[. W. Withee, team hire, 5 00
Fairbanks Scale Co., weights and
measures for town scales, 18 00
R. F. Ins. Agency, premium on
treasurer’s bond, 25 00
R. F. Pub. Co., printing, 6 00
H. L. Elliott, collecting dog licenses, 10 00
R. F. Trust Co., check book for
treasurer, 2 00
H. L. Elliott, collecting taxes for
1900, part payment, 57 02
R. F. Pub. Co., printing, 2 25
Wirt Colby, services as ballot clerk, 4 00
Dr. L. 0 . Lesuier, returning births
and deaths, 7 5°
- I 1
State treasurer for scaling weights
and measures, 4 5°
Bisbee & Parker, legal services, 83 55
R. F. Pub. Co., printing, 3 00
H. L. Elliott, collecting taxes, 1900,
part payment, 5 59
H. L. Elliott, collecting taxes, 1899, 64 5 i
H. L. Elliott, posting town warrants, 10 5°
P. S. Lowe, services as ballot clerk, 4 00
J. H. McKeeman, wood for lock up, 1 0 75
Payson Smith, salary, supervisor
schools, 687 5°
freight on weights and measures, 72
F. P. Putnam, sheep killed by dogs, • 8 00
B. B. Wyman, “  “ 3 00
Lewis McGuire, “  “ *5 00
J. K .  Welch, 3 00
Mrs. W. J. Kimball, “  “ 12 5°
Total paid out to date, $2,386 21
Amt. undrawn Feb. 15, 1901, 555 74
C E N T E N N IA L .
$2,941 95
Appropriated and not raised, $500 00
For lumber'sold, 28 33
$ 528 33
Cash paid out for centennial by order committee: 
Paid Payson Smith, $ 10  00
Hiram R. Swain, land rent, 25 00
R. M. Yale & Co., tent and expenses, 185 20
A. K. Lord, police services, 2 00
Payson Smith, 8 00
F. J. Rolfe, 4 00
1 2
Paid F. 0 . Walker,
C. M. Morse,
Fred A. Porter,
C. A. Mixer,
Miss Louise Staples,
E. E. Bennett (bal his bill),
Chester Dolloff,
Sam’l Bishop,
Henry M. Colby,
H. L . Elliott,
C. Mann,
E. K. Day,
A. E. Morrison,
J. W. Withee,
Dana K . Elliott,
Kidder & Richmond,
A. K . Martin,
John Welch,
R. F. Pub. Co.,
R. F. Pub. Co.,
T. H. Burgess, balance his bill,
A. L. Dolloff,
Dunton Lumber Co.,
Geo. D. Bisbee,
G. A. Peabody,
Stanley Bisbee,
CASH PAID OUT ACCO UNT OF SUIT, B A R N E S
A G A IN ST  RU M FO RD .
By paid D. W. Brown, surveying, $ 15 oo
F. E. Rendall, taking pictures of
roads, 10 66
H. L. Elliott, summoning witnesses 
and expense, 30 32
13
By paid H. C. Dunton, cash paid out, 1 1  50
Wirt Colby, witness fee, 3 00
Frank Martin, “  3 00
Chas. Graham, “  6 00
J. H. and F. B. Martin, witness fee, 7 74
G. L. Smith, witness fee, 7 50
Enos Richardson, “  3 00
J. W. Stuart, “  6 00
Y. A. Thurston, “  9 55
J. W. Withee, teams, 3 00
Bisbee & Parker, legal services,1 1 1  21
------------$236 48
This case was tried at the October, 1900, term of Court 
and resulted in the disagreement of jury.
T H E  TWO LAW S U IT S ,
J. A. Decker vs. Town of Rumford and J. A. Decker vs.
Selectmen of Rumford have not yet come to trial, but will
be tried at the April term of Court in Bangor.
R O A D S A N D  B R ID G E S .
|
Amt appropriated and raised, $7,000 00
overdrawn Feb. 15, 1900, 287 48
Total available fund, $ 6 ,7 12 52
Cash paid out under direction of Wirt Colby:
For labor and material, 100 00
'' ''
' '
300 OO
“  731  66
Paid Wirt Colby for services as road
agent, 47 02
Henry Farrar, - 4 37
Wirt Colby, services road agent, 4 50
 $ 1 , 18 7  55
Cash paid out under direction of Aben Robinson
14
-------------- $ 403 77
Cash paid out under direction of Chas. G ra h a m :
For labor and material,
G. C. Eastman for water tub,
For labor and material, "  
Chas. Graham for services as road
commissioner,
For labor and material,
W
Light and Water Co. for water tub,
For labor and material,
Virgil Abbott for water tub, 
Chas. Graham for services as road
commissioner,
Chas. Graham for services as road
commissioner,
Chas. Graham for services as road
commissioner,
For labor and material,
u a
Chas. Graham for services as road
commissioner,
Chas. Graham for services as road
commissioner,
For labor and material,
Cash expended by direction of the selectmen:
F. W. Curneil, unloading tiling,
E. H. Wyman, opening Isthmus road,
T. H. Thurston,
'The Haynes Chalmers Co., paint for
bridge,
H. C. Dunton, expenses painting bridge,
Portland & Rumford Falls railway,
freight on paint,
J. H. McKeeman, sprinkling streets,
H. C. Dunton, cash paid out painting
bridge, - -
Total paid out, roads and bridges,
Undrawn Feb. 15, 1901, 320
There is also in the hands of C. H. Gra­
ham which he has not yet expended 791
Bal. of road appropriation available at 
this date,
Building Haverhill street and bridge over Lower canal: 
Amt. appropriated and not raised at
special town meeting, $3,000 00
R e c ’d from Dunton Lumber Co., for
lumber returned, 8 54
 $ 3>°°8 54
/
By paid Jas. McGregor for building
street, $1,000 00
R. F. Power Co., labor on
Haverhill Street, 48 00
Dunton Lumber Co., lumber
for bridge, C 5 7 1 1 7
Eugene Wood, building bridge, 575 00
 $3U 94 17
Amt. expended in excess of appropriation, 185 63
Expense of putting up guide boards: 
Paid H. L. Elliott, measuring distance
and making plans,
N. L. Hayes, painting and letter­
ing*
V. A. Linnell, lumber and labor,
H. L. Elliott, setting posts and 
putting up guide boards,
Amt. appropriated and assessed for
making fills on north side of A n ­
droscoggin river,
By paid out for fill near J. W. Simpson’s,
COM M ON SCH O O LS.
Amt. appropriated and raised by the
town, $4,200 00
t
Reed, from the State, school fund and
mill tax, 2,571 96
Interest on school fund, 175 80
Amt. undrawn Feb. 15, 1900, 1 , 2 1 4  96
Paid bills approved by Supt. School Committee :
Teaching, $5 , 127  70
Fuel, 777 57
Janitors, 53 1  39
Conveying scholars, 49 36
Amt undrawn Feb. 15, 1901,
SCH O O L H O U S E  R E P A I R S .
Amt. appropriated and raised, $600 00
Amt. overdrawn Feb. 15, 1900, 62 58
By paid bills approved by Supt. school committee,
Amt undrawn Feb.
T E X T  BOOKS.
Amt. appropriated and assessed, 
Amt. undrawn Feb. 15, 1900, 
R ecd, for books sold,
By paid bills approved by Supt. school committee,
Undrawn Feb. 15, 1901,
F R E E  H IG H  SCH O O LS.
Amt. appropriated and raised by the
town, $1,800 00
Amt. recd, from State, 250 00
Undrawn Feb. 15, 1900, 95 04
R e cd, for tuition, h i  00
Paid bills approved by Supt. school committee,
Amt. undrawn Feb. 15, 1901,
Amt. appropriated and not raised for Hol­
land school house, $500 00
R ecd, of Ed. Holland, 15 00
Bills paid approved by Supt. school committee:
Paid A. E. Bartlett, $ 5°  00
John J. Calhoun for building Holland
school house, 45°  00
C. L. Howard, labor, 2 25
W. O. Raynes for plans, 15 00
i 8
Overdrawn,
$ 5*7 25
2 25
Amt. appropriated and raised for moving South
Rumford school house, • $300 00
The vote to move this school house was rescinded at a 
special town meeting and the appropriation was used in 
building the Holland school house.
Appropriated for the observance of Memorial Day, $50 00 
By paid Frank Martin, 50 00
Appropriated and raised for sewer in Virginia, $1,000 00 
This appropriation remains undrawn.
Agreeable to petition of the Selectmen authorized by 
vote of the town, the County Commissioners changed 
the location of the highway from a point near F. A. Elli­
ott ’s to a point near the Martha Farnum house, so called. 
The damage was agreed upon by the County Commission­
ers and F. A. Elliott and that portion of the road cross­
ing his land was built. Cost of building same, $249.25. 
By building this piece of road and making the fill near the 
J. W. Simpson place, it makes a comparatively dry road 
between Rumford Falls and the Center during the spring 
freshet. P'or this reason your Selectmen deemed it best 
to build this road at once.
Amt. appropriated and raised for discount on 
taxes,
Discount allowed July 1 , 1900, at 6 per
cent, $ i ,37°  57
Discount allowed Nov. 1, 1900, at 3 per
cent ,  1 1 7  83
l 9
■M
$1,488 40
Overdrawn Feb. 15, 1901, 488 40
A B A T E M E N T  OF T A X E S ,  1899.
Poll taxes, Ernest Abbott, Moses
and others,
John F. Barron, error,
W. H. Bishop, “
O. E. Grant,
Chas. F. Goodwin, acct. breaking roads,
C. E. Johnson, “  “ <<
Alex Lemieux, “  “ a
L. F. Swain, “  “ u
Obed Taylor, “  “ u
Jos. Tallon, “  “ u
John L. Howard, error,
V
V
Financial Standing of the Town.
L i a b i l i t i e s .
Town bonds at 4 per cent, 
'Trustees of school fund,
Selectmen’s salary for 1900, estimated y
Treasurer’s salary for 1900, 
Town clerk’s salary for 1900,
Due J. W. Withee for office rent,
'Total,
R e s o u r c e s .
Cash in hands of treasurer, $(
Uncollected taxes for 1900, in the
hands of H. L. Elliott,
Due from State for pensions,
from State on account of Supt of
schools,
from State on accountsof paupers,
from State on account of sheep
killed by dogs.
from town of Wilton, account of
Chas. Mayhew family,
from town of Raymond, account
of L. D. Thurlow,
from town of Benton, account of
Mrs. Mary Burgess,
from G. W. Johnson for office rent,
Town farm, furniture, farming tools,
Liabilities over assets,
R E C A P IT U L A T IO N .
Total amount of orders drawn to ]
Poor account,
Town charges,
Roads and bridges,
Common schools,
Free High school,
School books,
School house repairs,
Town farm expenses,
Memorial day,
Centennial,
Case Barnes against Rumford,
Fill in highway near J. W. Simpson’:s,
Building road near F. A. Elliott’s,
Building Holland school house,
Guide boards, making and setting,
Haverhill street bridge,
Discount on taxes for 1900,
Abatement on taxes for 1899,
R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S.
Discount on taxes,
Town debt and interest, 
Support of poor, 
Miscellaneous expenses, 
Repairs on roads and bridges,
Treasurer’ s Report.
Feb. 15, 1900. D r .  —
To cash from preceding year, $
State acct. free high schools,
State acct. of pensions paid, 1899,
State acct. of dog licenses refunded,
State acct. of paupers,
State acct. of burial soldier,
State acct. of R. R. & Tel. tax, 1900,
State acct. of school fund and mill tax.
Town of Phillips, acct. Wm. Coffren,
Notes given 5 per cent,
Interest on school fund note,
Cream sold,
H. L. Elliott, collector for 1899,
H. L. Elliott, collector for 1900, 1
J. W. Withee, hay from town farm,
G. W. Johnson, office rent to Apr. 1,
1900,
G. W. Johnson, books sold,
Mr. Holland on new school house,
A. E. Morrison, returned premium,
W. Pettengill, lumber sold from cen­
tennial,
C. J. Cheney, license opera house,
Jas. McMennamin, license pool room.
Payson Smith, tuition,
Payson Smith, books sold,
F. 0 . Eaton, dog license for 1900,
J. S. Morse, Holland school house
sold,
J. S. Morse, Wyman school house sold,
H. C. Dunton, three calves sold,
23
H. C. Dunton, hay sold,
H. C. Dunton, hens sold,
H. C. Dunton, town farm sold,
H. C. Dunton, lumber returned,
H. C. Dunton, Rumford Center school
house sold,
H. C. Dunton, potatoes sold,
H. C. Dunton, license T. H. Burgess,
auctioneer,
1900. ------ C r .------
By paying interest on bonds,
bonds,
school note fund,
M. E. Society fund,
C. A. Kimball fund,
Cong’l Society,
State tax, 1900,
County tax, 1900,
notes and interest,
State dog license, 1900,
State pensions, 1900,
town orders,
Cash balance in treasury,
$49,162 60
F. B. M A R T IN ,  Treas.
Rumford, Feb .^5, 1901.
Rumford, Feb. 15, 1901.
This certifies that we, the undersigned, have carefully 
examined the above account and find it correct; and there 
is in the hands of the Treasurer, six thousand seven hun­
dred thirty-seven dollars and twenty-five cents.
H. C. DUNTO N , 
JA M E S  S. M O RSE,
Selectmen
o f
Rum ford.
24
Rumford, Feb. 15, 1901.
I hereby certify that I have this day examined the 
accounts of F. B. Martin, treasurer of the town of Rumford, 
and find the same correctly cast as stated ; that the item of 
twenty-seven thousand, five hundred seventeen dollars and 
twenty-two cents ($27,517 .22) for orders paid, I have exam­
ined each order and find the same to amount to said sum, 
together with the vouchers on file with the selectmen.
R A L P H  T. P A R K E R ,  Auditor.
ANNUAL R E P O R T
OF
/
School Committee
AND TH E
Superintendent of Schools
OF THE
Town of Rumford
FOR T H E  YEA R  ENDING
FEBRUARY 15, 1901.
/
✓
Report of the School Committee.
To the citizens of Rumford:
We herewith submit the annual school report of Rum­
ford :
Your committee held its first regular meeting March 
14, 1900, and organized with A. J. Colcord as chairman, 
and Payson Smith secretary. You will note elsewhere the 
report of the special joint committee which elected a super­
intendent of schools. Your committee has held regular 
sessions each month of the year, and several special sessions 
to consider matters of immediate importance.
Believing that among the first duties incumbent upon 
your committee is the careful expenditure of school funds 
we have given careful attention to all details of expense, 
and, while we have endeavored to secure the best possible 
return for every dollar expended we have exercised equal 
diligence to keep the expenditures within the limits of your 
appropriations. A detailed statement of school expendi­
tures is a part of this report. Another section of the report 
which will receive your attention is the report of the super­
intendent of schools to this committee. We have accepted 
and approved the superintendent’s report. After a careful 
inspection of its features and a personal investigation of 
its recommendations and the needs of our schools we sub­
mit the following recommendations for action and appro­
priation at the annual town meeting.
1st. For common schools as now maintained :
30 weeks, $4200 
or 32 “  4700
or 36 “  5500
2nd. For high schools as maintained at present, $1800.
3rd. For school books and supplies, $1000.
(See the Superintendent’s report on text books.)
4th. For repairs, $600.
5th. For superintendence, $900. ($250  of this to be fur­
nished by the State.)
6th. To recommend that the truant officer be paid for
actual time spent and that he be required to make
an annual report to the town.
7th. To recommend action by the town relative to a change
of the heating apparatus in the Chisholm School 
and a disposition of the furnaces in the Rumford 
Point and Rumford Center schools.
8th. To recommend a consideration by the town of the
matter of establishing an evening school at Rum­
ford Falls and to recommend an appropriation of
$ 150  to cover the expense of the same.
Respectfully submitted,
A .  J. C o l c o r d ,  ) S. S. Com.
J .  J. C a l h o u n ,  V Town
J .  E .  S t e p h e n s ,  ) o f  R um ford. '
4
*
'*• •
1 •- 
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S'* *
Report of Superintendent of Schools.
To the Superintending School Committee of the Town of 
- Rum ford:
G e n t l e m e n :  In submitting to you this annual report
it shall be my endeavor to represent as faithfully as I can 
the actual condition of our schools. I realize that it is 
pleasant to call attention only to those things which call for 
favorable comment, yet if the report is to be of service to 
you and the citizens of Rumford it must contain informa­
tion of defects which are to be remedied as well as of vir­
tues that are to be commended. That you may find the 
report convenient for reference \ shall classify by topics the 
subjects of which it will treat.
TEA CH ERS.
•There have been employed in our schools during the 
past year thirty-three different teachers. Of this number 
thirteen are graduates of only common schools," although 
seven of the thirteen have taken partial normal or high 
school courses. Nineteen are graduates of high schools or 
academies. Three are normal school graduates and four 
have received collegiate training. Nine of the number hold 
State teachers’ certificates. Thirteen teachers held the 
same position for the full year and eight others served two 
terms in the same position. Only two of the entire number 
were without previous experience. These figures do not in­
clude several high school pupils who have been occasionally 
employed as substitutes or assistants. The employment of 
assistants in cases where they are obliged to occupy the 
same school room with other teachers is not usually profit­
able and I have endeavored so to arrange the grades as to
X .
• * pm1i II1
* '. ■* if
6
avoid having assistants under these circumstances. The 
prime qualifications of the teacher, after strong moral char­
acter, are requisite educational qualification, ability to 
instruct, power to discipline firmly and tactfully, and a spirit 
of progress. While our people should be gratified at the 
extent to which these qualifications have been present in 
our teaching force, we cannot rest on past laurels in this 
regard and I have therefore endeavored to encourage teach­
ers in their efforts for self-improvement, to urge the import-
s
ance of a knowledge of methods of teaching, and to insist 
on a faithful discharge of school duties. The teachers 
have generally exercised a cheerful compliance to rules that 
it has seemed necessary to make and it would be difficult 
to ascribe too much credit to them for the interest and 
enthusiasm they have shown in their work. In filling vacan­
cies the only policy that has been followed is that of secur­
ing the best talent the money provided would obtain.
While Rumford will always supply in large measure her own 
teaching force, yet any attempt to restiict employment to 
resident teachers would be fraught with disaster, and I am 
assured that all citizens will approve the requirement of the 
same tests of fitness of all candidates for positions.
t e a c h e r s ’ e x a m i n a t i o n s . ’
The annual teachers examination was held April 7th 
and of the eleven candidates for certificates three failed to 
pass. Other examinations have been held at various times 
during the year for the accommodation of candidates for 
vacancies. I believe these annual examinations should be 
rigid and that teachers who hold towm certificates should be 
encouraged to obtain State certificates. I am also inclined 
to the opinion that the w’elfare of our schools will warrant 
your adopting, in the near future, certain educational require­
ments that must be met by those who wish to hold positions 
in our schools.
ITERM  A R R A N G EM EN T S.
It was your original intention that the terms be pro­
vided of ten, twelve and eight weeks respectively, but owing 
to the condition of the roads before the spring term I fol­
lowed your later instructions and delayed opening some of the 
schools for that term and arranged only nine weeks. In 
these schools a nine weeks term is being given as compen­
sation for this reduction. Upon the request of the parents 
interested the Holland and Isthmus schools were not given 
a winter term, it being understood that these schools are to 
have a longer spring term to compensate for the loss of time. 
The Thurston school was re-opened for the fall and winter 
terms in accordance with the town’s vote. 'The same vote 
provides for the opening of the school for a full year so that 
there will be a spring term in this school. I f  the school 
maintains a legal attendance for this time it will be optional 
with the committee to continue the school in operation. 
The East Rumford school was discontinued at the close of 
the spring term and should not be re-opened in the present 
building. The upper room in the Virginia school was 
opened with the fall term, and this school now has seven 
grades. The Falls schools have been relieved by this 
arrangement. At the request of patrons the Rumford Cor­
ner school was closed after the first week of the winter 
term and the pupils were transferred to Rumford Point. 
The down stairs room at the Point was opened and Miss 
Martin was transferred from the Corner to have charge of 
the work of this room.
ATTENDAN CE.
From the summary of school statistics contained in 
another part of this report you will note the record of attend­
ance in the various schools. I cannot fail here to emphasize 
the importance of prompt and regular attendance. The 
most common cause of unsatisfactory work is irregular 
attendance.
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The truancy regulations have been as rigidly enforced 
as circumstances would permit. 1 he town should take 
such action as will make possible a closer enforcement of 
this law. I would call your attention to the fact that if a 
proper investigation and procedure were made in all the 
cases that are brought to my attention it would undoubtedly 
require not less than a total of a month’s service and would 
involve driving to all parts of the town. The town has voted 
ten dollars per year compensation for these services and this 
makes no allowance for team hire. The citizens must 
understand that no one will accept this office and undertake 
to perform rigidly its duties for this amount. The town 
should vote to pay this officer for actual time spent in the per­
formance of his duties and he should be required to render 
a report to the town of the cases he has investigated and
their final disposition. This report alone would be a pow-
1 _____
erful influence against truancy. There has been much 
misunderstanding of the truancy law and I have prepared 
copies of it for distribution among those who might be 
interested to make a study of it. A clause of this law 
gives the committee or the superintendent the power to 
excuse pupils for necessary absence. Acting under this 
clause certain children whose labor is necessary for the 
support of their families, and against whom actual injustice 
would be done if the provisions of the law were enforced, 
have been excused from attendance.
To provide school privileges for some of this class, and 
also the large number of young men and women who come 
to our town to work in the mills, an evening school could 
not fail to be of vast service, and I would recommend that 
our citizens give consideration to the advisability of open­
ing such a school experimentally. I think the result would 
prove the wisdom of the experiment.
T E X T  BOOKS.
The supply of text books should be placed on a more 
economical basis. The only introduction during this year
8
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has been that of Montgomery’s Beginner’s History to sup­
plement the Montgomery’s American History, and yet there 
is in use a large variety of text books. In each subject 
there should be only one, or, at the most, two text books,
but in several subjects we have from three to eight different
(
series. Working with so many involves a needless expendi­
ture of time, labor and money. I have endeavored to 
reduce the number of kinds in use by restricting purchases 
to only one text on each subject. This policy followed over 
a series of years will remove the difficulty although the 
process will be fraught with much labor to your superin­
tendent and the teachers and inconvenience to pupils. 
Should the town make a liberal appropriation the matter 
could be satisfactorily adjusted at once, and in succeeding 
years the appropriation could be reduced by enough to 
compensate because of the more economical basis. In the 
matter of charts, maps and globes our schools are very 
destitute. In the entire town are only eleven maps and 
five globes, some of these unfit for use; and out of seven­
teen schools in which beginners are taught to read, fourteen 
are without reading charts and teachers are obliged to resort 
to the expensive expedient of giving books to pupils as soon 
as they enter school. I have considered of first importance 
the purchase of the regular and most necessary books and 
supplies, and as it would involve considerable expense to 
provide as many charts and maps as are needed it has seemed 
wise to defer purchase of any until the town could make 
provision to supply all the schools with these aids.
I have given considerable attention to the care and 
classification of books, and have tried to impress upon 
teachers and pupils the necessity of close watchfulness and 
personal responsibility in this matter.
The practice of taking books from school for vacation 
study involves much loss which the town should not be 
asked to bear, and as the practice is not usually productive 
of marked progress I have restricted to a considerable extent 
the permission for this use of books.
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COURSE OF STUDY.
The course of study which was introduced tw'o years 
ago has served as an excellent outline and has been quite 
rigidly followed in all the schools that can be graded.- 
There is now a need that the school work should be even 
more definitely planned for the graded schools. The un­
graded schools also require something by which they may 
systematize their work. Such a course of study should be 
arranged by the opening of the fall term. The book con­
taining this course should also contain certain rules govern­
ing the duties of teachers and the conduct of pupils. Some 
rules I have already prepared and stated to teachers but 
they should be printed and made easy of reference in order 
that misunderstanding of them may not occur.
JA N IT O R S.
I was not satisfied with the manner in which the jani­
tor’s services were performed in the Pettengill and Chisholm 
buildings during the spring term. These buildings have a 
combined attendance of over 300 pupils and require con­
stant attention if they are to be kept in a clean and whole­
some condition. Small repairs need to be instantly attended 
to or larger expenses follow'. The floors and window's should 
be frequently washed. These duties cannot be expected of 
school boys who have other duties to attend to. I there­
fore recommended to you that you appoint a man to have 
charge of both these buildings, that his duties include all 
small and incidental repairs and the cleaning of both build­
ings. Acting upon my suggestion you elected M. J.  Babb 
to this position and he entered upon his duties at the begin­
ning of the fall term. The amount paid for janitor’s ser­
vices in these two buildings had previously been $275 for 
the year. Cleaning and incidental repairs at the lowest 
estimate amounted to an additional $75. You voted to pay 
Mr. Babb $400 and the efficiency with which the janitor’s 
duties have been performed has entirely demomstrated the
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wisdom of your action and the economy of the fifty dollars 
additional outlay. In all schools janitors have been made 
directly responsible to teachers for the faithful discharge of 
their duties and there have occurred remarkably few in­
stances of delinquency.
R E PA IR S.
The more important of the repairs for the year were 
the painting of the Pettengill School, building a new chim­
ney at East Ellis, building to the ground the one in the 
Red Hill building, shingling a portion of the roof of the 
South Rumford building and placing natural slate boards 
in three rooms. 'There have been many other repairs of a 
minor nature and all expiring insurance policies have been 
renewed. The slate boards were put into rooms where 
the old boards needed extensive repairing. 'The natural 
slate is indestructible and its use avoids in large measure 
the presence of crayon dust in the air. While its first 
cost is somewhat greater than that of other kinds of board 
material it is finally much more economical and I strongly 
recommend that you continue replacing the old boards 
with the slate as rapidly as the necessity for repairs arises. 
All the school buildings are now in excellent general repair 
with the exception of those at East Rumford, Thurston’s, 
West Ellis, Franklin Annex, Abbott's Mills, and Peru 
Annex. The first two are in so wretched condition as to 
render repair of the present structures impracticable. The 
others should receive attention during the ensuing year. 
The Chisholm building also will need to be repainted.
HEATING.
The matter of heating some of the buildings appears 
to me to be of sufficient importance to warrant calling 
your special attention to it. In the coldest weather it is 
found practically impossible to warm all the rooms in the 
Chisholm School. The teachers report that the building 
has been warmer this winter than in winters preceding, 
but there have been several days when it was unsafe for
1 1
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pupils to remain in the building, and there have been com­
paratively few days when all the rooms were comfortable. 
The cost of fuel for this building has been very much 
greater than should be necessary, about $350 having been 
paid for fuel for this building since the spring term. I 
trust you will recommend to the town some immediate 
action to remedy this difficulty. The furnace in the Rumford 
Point school has been entirely discarded for stoves. This 
furnace may as well be disposed of if it cannot be made to 
work where it is. I would also recommend a careful in­
spection of the heating apparatus in the Center and Pet­
tengill schools,
NEW BUILDINGS.
In accordance with the town’s vote passed at the 
special town meeting held in August, a new school house 
was built in the Swain neighborhood. This building' was 
occupied for the fall term. It is an attractive one-room 
building with ample accommodations for twenty-five 
pupils, and can hardly fail to serve satisfactorily the needs 
of the community. In recognition of the generous assist­
ance of Mr. Holland, who donated a lot of ample dimen­
sions, purchased flag and pole and made a cash contribu­
tion, you voted to name this school the Holland School. 
The community has also shown a commendable interest, 
it having purchased a bell and belfry and agreed to grade 
the school lot.
While all our village school rooms are already well 
filled and a need may arise in the near future for addition­
al school room, it is not a wise policy to provide buildings 
until the need actually arises. It is then possible to de­
cide upon the most convenient location and the kind of 
building that will be best suited to the particular need. I 
therefore do not recommend any immediate action for the 
provision of more school rooms.
NAM ING SCHOOLS.
The custom of giving to schools the names of persons
who have been prominently connected with educational 
affairs,, life or literature of the locality, State or nation, 
has come to be generally observed throughout the land. 
Adopting this custom several of our schools have been 
thus named. The Holland School has already been men­
tioned. The school on Maine Ave. is now the Pettengill 
School. 'The high school building has been named the 
Chisholm School, and that at Abbott ’s Mills, the Abbott 
School. I trust this custom will be followed until all our 
schools have thus received distinctive names.
SCHOOL VISITATION.
The importance of frequent visitation of schools by 
parents can hardly be over-estimated. It is an incentive 
to teacher and pupil, and enables the parent to judge in­
telligently of the school’s work. Many harsh citicisms 
would not be made if parents were oftener in the school 
rooms. It may perhaps be fairly said that no one has a 
right to praise or censure the school who has not personal 
information of it. Certainly no one has any right to con­
demn a teacher on the testimony of school children unless 
it is verified by personal investigation. The people would 
justly rebuke any one who should say the schools were not 
their property. Yet perhaps the people have no other 
property that they more carefully stay away from than the 
schools. To encourage school visitation I have appointed 
in each term a Visitation Day, and have also urged teach­
ers to invite parents into the schools. These means have 
been productive of good.
THE SCHOOL IM PRO VEM ENT LEAGUE.
While it will not be necessary to go into details in 
reporting to you the progress that has been made along cer­
tain lines by the pupils, their parents and friends, through 
the medium of the School Improvement League, it is appro­
priate at this time to express my appreciation of the warm 
reception you and the citizens of Rumford have accorded
1 3
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this idea of enlisting pupils and school patrons in active 
co-operation in-the improvement of the local school. I 
trust the various features of the movement will continue to 
commend themselves to you, and that the work so auspic­
iously begun may bear a full fruition.
T H E  COMMON SCHOOL.
The common school furnishes the foundation of all 
other education, and is therefore of first importance. 
There is not space to go into a detailed statement of the 
studies and conduct of our common schools. To put it 
briefly our common schools should be expected to furnish 
a useful education. They should not waste time by a lack 
of thoroughness. Their duty does not end with the mat­
ter of certain subjects taught. They are concerned with 
moral growth and character formation as well as with 
mental development. These broad conditions it has been 
your desire to have our schools meet, and I am glad to be 
able to report to you that this conception of them is hav­
ing its influence, and that they are growing into a closer 
relationship with the needs of life for which they are fit­
ting our young people.
HIGH SCHOOL.
It aftords me much satisfaction to report the progress 
that is being made in our institutions for higher educa­
tion. The Point high school has been supported two 
terms in conjunction with the common school. This 
arrangement decreases the expense and permits the attend­
ance of pupils who require common school instruction. 
Strong interest and enthusiasm have been manilest in this 
school, and it demonstrates the wisdom of supporting con­
tinuously through the year a school of high grade in the 
upper end of the town. The Rumford Falls high school 
continues to maintain a high grade which cannot fail to be 
gratifying to our citizens. That the principal of this 
school should have been chosen one of a committee of
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three to revise the college entrance requirements for Maine 
colleges is evidence of the esteem this school has come to 
enjoy in the Maine educational world. I am assured that 
the facilities it offers our young people are not surpassed 
by any other community of similar resources. With our 
two high schools brought into a harmonious working rela­
tionship we may hope to see these excellent privileges
S '  & "S'generally accepted by students from all parts of the town.
■ At present the school is able to receive a limited number 
of tuition pupils without increasing the cost of the school’s 
support. Should the school become crowded to the extent 
of interference with the privileges of Rumford students 
this practice will of course be discontinued.
t e a c h e r s ’ m e e t i n g s .
Rumford was largely represented at both county teach­
ers’ meetings that have been held during the past year. 
In addition to these several local meetings have been held 
under my direction in various sections of the towns of 
Rumford and Mexico. At these meetings I have endeav­
ored to point out and correct errors of management or. 
faulty methods of instruction, and the teachers have 
themselves furnished one another with valuable sugges­
tions. These meetings are of inestimable value to the 
progressive teacher and I am able to report excellent results 
° f  them.
r e p o r t s .
~ Teachers are required by State law to return at the 
close of each term registers which give certain facts of 
attendance. In addition to these registers a system of 
bi-weekly reports has been inaugurated during the past 
year. These reports have required information concern­
ing attendance, supply of books, janitor’s work, punish­
ments inflicted and other points of school management. 
They have enabled me to keep in closer touch with the 
various schools, to supply their needs, and to strengthen
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their weaknesses. I recommend that the bi-weekly reports, 
with some additional questions, be continued. Besides 
these reports rendered to State and town officials, teach­
ers were directed to return to parents term reports of each 
pupil’s progress. The use of the bi-weekly and the pupil’s 
reports began with the fall term.
e x a m i n a t i o n s .
There has been considerable agitation in the school 
world concerning written examinations. There is a wide- 
spread feeling among both teachers and parents that these 
are not the fairest test of the pupil's knowlege, that they 
induce an undesirable nervous tension in many children 
which is subversive of true educational purposes, and that 
the pupil’s daily work constitutes the correct medium by 
which his progress should be judged. Without attempting 
too radical ground in this matter written examinations have 
been abolished in our schools below the fifth grade, and in 
the grades above the fourth have been limited to one set in 
each term. The questions for these have been submitted 
to your superintendent before they have been used, and all 
catch or unusual questions have been eliminated; my effort 
having been to make the examinations tests of accurate 
and broad knowlege of the subjects covered.
S U P E R IN T E N D E N C E .
I think it must have been evident to you that my per­
sonal efforts have been constantly directed towards improv­
ing all our educational facilities. It has been necessary for 
me to spend much of the time of the past year in acquaint­
ing myself with the conditions and circumstances of the 
various schools Your forbearance, and that of the people 
of Rumford in the mistakes that have been inevitable under 
the circumstances, has been warmly appreciated by me. 
Judge Johnson in his report of last year forcibly stated the 
danger that lies in the frequent overturning of school man­
agement. I have been careful to avoid abrupt or revolu­
tionary changes which a closer acquaintance might prove to 
have been unwisely made. I have not hesitated, however, 
to call your attention to any points where a change was 
desirable, and you have assisted me generously by your 
advice and co-operation. I have elsewhere referred to the 
harmonious relation that has existed between the teachers 
and myself, and I trust you will permit this report to be the 
medium of an expression of personal thanks to them and 
the citizens for the kindly feeling they have evinced towards 
me in the discharge of my duties.
Respectfully submitted,
P A Y S O N  S M IT H .
Financial Statement of Superintendent of
Schools for the Year Ending
Feb. I 5, 1901.
_____   l
The following bills were approved Mar. 3, 1900.
Alice E. Fisher, , teaching,................... . . .
Lewis E. Fox, j a n i t o r , ...................... ................
L i l la E. Curtis teach ing ,  ..............
Retha Glover, “ .............................................
Jennie Martin, “  ....................................
L. W. Blanchard, “  . . , . . . ...............
Ina Parlin, “ .......... ...................................
Sara Eaton, “ .......... ...................................
Pearl M. Elliot, “ .......... ...................................
Sue A. Thompson, u ...................................
Willie J. Burt, j a n i t o r , ............... .......................
Lucilla R. Wyman, miscellaneous. . . . . .
J. W. Hamlin, teaching,  ......... . .
J. J. Calhoun, miscellaneous, . . .............. ..
Mary E. Howe, teaching, .....................
Mrs. J. Conroy, j a n i t o r , .......................................
Lucena Graham, teaching.....................................
Walter Small, janitor, ..
Anna O. Farnum, teaching,.................................
Annie J. Martin, “ .......... ......................................
The following bills weie paid Apr. 7, 1900:
Alice Lovejoy, teaching,....................................... -
Percy Bellows, janitor, . . .  .......................... ..
#
Harry Elliot, teaching,  . .
Harry  Elliot, j a n i t o r ,   .....................
Frank xAbbott, “  ......................................
•- /  > > T T
R ay W. Vaughn, ja n i t o r ..................... ............
J. A. Bixby, “  .....................................
L. E. Fox, “  ...................................
C. C. Virgin, “  ...................................
F. E. Grant, *• ................................
Mary E. Martin, teaching,....................................
Ina M. Silver, “  .....................................
Susie L. Howard, “ ......... .....................................
P. O. Howard, janitor, . ....... .......................
Mary E. Hoyt, teaching, .....................
F. V. Abbott, j a n i t o r , .........................
The following bills were paid May 5, 1900:
J. H. McKeeman, fuel, ................................
Willie Burt, j a n i t o r , ......................................
S. A. Austin, fuel, . ..................................
S. W. Roberts, j a n i t o r , ......................................
S. A. Thompson, teaching,.......................
J. W. Hamlin, “  ............ .................
L. E. Fox, janitor, ..................................
L i l la Curtis, teaching,.....................................
Bertha Cushman, “  ........... .........................
Jennie Martin, “     . . .
Sara Eaton, “  .................................
A. J. Martin, “  ......................... ..
A. E. Curtis, j a n i t o r , ....................................
Ina Parlin, teaching,.....................................
The following bills were paid Ju n e  2, 1900:
D. B. Purington, teaching,....................................
J. W. Hamlin, “  ......................................
J. H. McKeeman, fuel, ...........................................
Sara Eaton, teaching,.....................................
S. A. Thompson, “  .....................................
Willie Burt, janitor, ......................... ....
Iola Walker, teaching,. . . . . ' ......... ........... ..
Pearl M. Eliliot, “  .........................
«
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L. E. Fox, j a n i t o r ,   22 97
Jennie Martin, teaching,.................................... 44 00
Renda A. Small, j a n i t o r ,   4 00
Bertha Cushman, teaching,  40 00
Lilia Curtis, “    44 00
The following bills were paid July 7, 1900:
F. K . Abbott, janitor,   4 00
Mrs. J. Conroy, “    6 75
R ay  W. Vaughn, “    12 50
Bertha Cushman, teaching.....................................  20 00
Ina Silver, “    63 00
Pearl Elliot, “    36 00
Annie J. Martin, “    48 00
Alice Lovejoy, “    54 00
Willie Burt, j a n i t o r , .......................................  4 08
Anna O. Farnum, teaching,  72 00
Retha Glover, “    54 00
Mary E. Martin, “    54 00
Susie E. Howard, “    54 00
J. H. McKeeman, fuel   2 50
F. V. Abbott, teacher’s b oard ,   18 00
Kidder & Richmond, fuel, .......................................... 320 00
Anna Bailey, teaching,  36 00
S. A. Thompson, “    24 00
L. E. Curtis, “    22 00
Iola A. Walker, “    8 00
Orville C. Voter, “    45 00
Florence Kimball, “    48 00
Sara Eaton, “    14 00
Luania O. Lane, “    40 00
Ina Parlin, “    42 00
Ethel Lawrence, “    21 00
Llewellyn Elliott, teacher’s board ,............................  18 00
J. E. Stephens, cash advanced to teachers, 15 00
L. P. Putnam, teacher’s board , ......................  14 00
Jennie Martin, teaching,....................................  22 00
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]. W. Hamlin,
V
Lucena Graham,
Ed. 0 . Wyman,
Renda Small,
Walter Small,
M. C. Virgin,
C. L. Howard,
H. W. Hall,
Maggie Bessey
L. E. Fox,
The following
Earl Glover,/
Percy Bellows,
Renda Small,
S. A. Thompson,
Ina Parlin,
Sara Eaton,
Lilia  Curtis,
J. W. Hamlin,
Nancy Rankin,
Sadie Colcord,
Jennie Martin,
F. V. Abbott,
Wirt Colby,
W. V. Kimball,
Mary E. Hoyt,
Ethel Lawrence,
A. S. Lovewell,
Ella S. Knight,
Ina Parlin,
S. A. Thompson,
Pearl Elliot, teaching, . . . . . . .
Sara Eaton, “  .....................
Susie E. Gould, “  ...................
Lilia E. Curtis, “ ....... ................
Annie Martin, “ ....... ......................
Nancy Rankin, “ ....... ................
M. J. Babb, janitor, .  ...............
Sadie Colcord, teaching,..................
Bertha Cushman, “  ...................
Bertha Cushman, j a n i t o r , ......................
Mary Martin, teaching,............
Jennie Martin, “  .....................
F. E. Abbott, co n v eyan ce , ............
C. H. Tripp, fuel,
The following bills were paid Dec.
Wirt Colby, fuel, ..........................
Ella S. Knight, teaching,.................
Ina Parlin, “ ....... ...................
S. A. Thompson, “  ...................
Alice Lovejoy, “  ....................
A. S. Lovewell, “  ...................
M. J. Babb, j a n i t o r , ....................
Elton Knight, “  ...................
Lilia E. Curtis, teaching, ..............
Nancy Rankin, “  ...................
Bertha Cushman, “  ...................
Mary Roberts, janitor, ..................
Mary E. Martin, teaching,..................
Ethel Lawrence, “  ...................
J. E. Colcord, j a n i t o r , ....................
Jennie C. Martin, teaching,................
Susie C. Howard, “  ..............
M ary Abbott, j a n i t o r , ....................
Mary Hoyt, teaching,...................
Florence Kimball, “  ...................
Sadie Colcord, “  ...................
Ina Silver, teaching,.............. . .....................
Susie E. Gould, “ ...... .....................................
C. A. Lane, fuel,...... .....................................
Pearl Elliot, teaching,...................................
Sara Eaton, “ ...... .....................................
Lucena Graham, “ ...... .....................................
Walter Small, j a n i t o r , .....................................
Anna O. Farnum, teaching,...................................
The following bills were paid Jan. 5, 1901
E. F. Elliot, fuel,...... .....................................
A. J. Knight, • “  ........................... .........
P. F. Austin, j a n i t o r , ......................................
Ray Vaughn,....................“ ........ .....................................
Archie Putnam, “  .....................................
Lovina Virgin, “ ......... .....................................
E, C. Austin, “ ......... .....................................
W. S. Reed, “ ..............................................
M. J. Babb, “ ..............................................
Nancy Rankin, teaching,..................................
S. E. Gould, “   c ......................
Annie Martin, “ ......... .....................................
I na Parlin, “ ......... .....................................
Alma Sawyer, “ ......... .....................................
Sara Eaton,........................“ ....... .....................................
B. I. Cushman,..................“ ....... .....................................
Harriet B. Long, “
L i l la E. Curtis, “  .....................................
Jennie Martin, “  .....................................
Bertha Cushman, j a n i t o r , ......................................
The following bills were paid Feb. 2, 1901 :
M. J. Babb, janitor,  ...........................
J. A. Glover, “ ........ .....................................
Walter Small, conveyance,.............................
J. F. Martin, fuel, .....................................
J. H. McKeeman, “  .....................................
Annie J. Martin, teaching,....................................
Susie E. Gould, teaching,..................... '   40 00
Harriet B. Long, “    40 00
Ella S. Knight, “    30 00
Pearl M. Elliot, “    63 00
L i l la E. Curtis, “      . 40 00
S. A. Thompson, “    , 84 00
Sara Eaton, “    35 00
Ina Parlin, “    30 00
Nancy Rankin, “      44 00
Jennie Martin, “    48 00
Bertha Cushman, “      36 00
Bertha Cushman, j a n i t o r , ...............•.....................  75
Kidder & Richmond, fuel,   29 00
L. B. Swain, “   • - • 2 5 °
Walter Small, j a n i t o r ,    7 50
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Common School Account.
To balance undrawn Feb. 15, 1900, $ 1 2 1 4  96
appropriation of town, Mar. 1900, 4200 00
income of invested fund,................  175 80
amount of State f u n d ,   25 7 J 9b
By paid out as per items stated, . . .  6486 22
balance undrawn Feb. 15, 1 9 0 1 , . .  1676 50
$8162 72 $8162 72
I T E M S  OF H IG H  SC H O O L E X P E N D I T U R E .
Mar. 3, 1900. C. W. Cary, teach in g , ..............  $ 1 00  00
“  3>
Apr. 7,
“  75
“  7 ,
“  7 ,
May 5,
“  5.
“  5 ,
June 2,
\
Mrs. C. W. Cary, teaching,
A. E. Fisher, “
C. W. Cary, “
Mrs. C. W. Cary, “
A. E. Fisher, “
C. W. Cary,
Mrs. C. W. Cary, “
A. E. Fisher, “
C. W. Cary,
Mrs. C. VV. Cary,
A. E. Fisher,
A. S. Lovewell, “
C. W. Cary,
Mrs. C. W. Cary, “
A. E. Fisher,
A. S. Lovewell, “
C. W. Cary,
Mrs. C. VV. Cary, “
A. E. Fisher, “
C. VV. Cary, “
Mrs. C. VV. Cary, “
A. E. Fisher,
To bal. undrawn Feb. 15, 1900,
appropriation, March, 1900,.
received from State, .........
received for tuition,................
By paid out as per items stated, 
bal. undrawn,.........................
IT E M S  OF E X P E N D I T U R E  FO R  T E X T  BOOKS
A N D  S U P P L IE S .
Mar. 3, 1900, J. J. Calhoun,.
Apr. 7, “  C. N. Porter, .
May 5, “  Ginn & Co., . .
H IG H  SCH O O L ACCO U N T.
Feb.
Jan.
Dec.
Nov.
Oct.
July
June
E. E. Babb & Co., ............ ...........
American Book C o . , ..............
Werner Book C o . , .....................
Ginn & C o ., ...................................
Payson Sm ith ,..............................
J. J. Calhoun,..............................
American Book Co., ................
Payson Smith,..............................
Rumford Falls Publishing Co.,
Mary Martin, ...............................
Shaw Bus. College, .....................
T. H. Burgess, ...............................
Chas. E. Fernald.........................
Chas. N. P o r t e r , ...................
Snell & Phelps, .............................
Rumford Falls Pub. Co.,. . . . .
Payson Sm ith,.....................
Rumford Falls Pub. Co.,
Edw. E. Babb & Co. , . . . . .
American Book C o . , ................
D. C. Heath &  C o . , ..............
American School Furn. Co., .
Silver Burdett & C o ., ...................
Payson Smith, .................................
J. J. C a lh o u n ,.................................
Rumford Falls Pub. Co. , . . . . . .
American Book Co. , . . .  ..........
J.  L. Hammett & C o . , ..............
Ginn & Company, .....................
Payson Smith,.................................
Rumford Falls Pub. C o . , ............
American Book Co., ...................
D. H. Knowlton, . . . ' . ............
Ginn & C o m p a n y , .......................
Rumford Falls Pub. C o . , ............
John N. Welch,.....................
J . J. Calhoun, .................................
May
June
July
Aug.
Sept.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.
Jan. 5, 1901, Richardson Smith & Co.,
“  5, “  ■ Ginn & Company, ................
“  5, “  Edw. E. Babb & C o . , . . . . . . . .
. “  5, “  Payson Smith,. . . . .  . . . . . . . .
“  5, “  Chas. E. Fernald, ...................
Feb. 2, “  Edw. E. Babb & Co., . . . . .
“  2, “  F. S. Hodgdon,. . . . . .  ...........
“  2, “  Payson Smith,. .  •■..............................
“  2, “  > Chas. N. Porter, . . .  ................ ..
Text Books and Supplies Account.
To balance undrawn, Feb. 15, 1900,. $ 15 52
appropriation, March, 1900 ,..............  700 00
cash received for books sold   16 21
By cash paid out as per items stated, ;
balance undrawn Feb. 15, 19 0 1 , .  .
27
Mar. 3, 1900. J. J. Calhoun, ................................
“  3, “  J. W. Ham lin ,......................... ..
Apr. 7, “  F. B. Carroll , ..........................
“  7, “  F. V. A b b o t t , ........................
May 5, “  F. B. Carroll, ....................................
June 2, “  F. A. P o r te r , ..........................
Ju ly  7, “  M. J. Babb,  ...................... , ...........
“  7, “  A. J. Colcord, ................................
“  7, “  L. P. Putnam,........................ .........
“  7, “  Rumford Falls Light & Water Co.,
* Aug. 4, “  John N. Welch, . .  .....................
“  4, “  J. F. Barron, . .  ..............................
“  4, “  Stanley Bisbee, (99) . . . . . .
Sept. 1, “  G. C. Eastman,. .  .........................
“  1, “  V. A. L in n e l l , ........................
Oct. 5, “  Mrs. D. W. Roberts , .....................
IT E M S  OF E X P E N D I T U R E  FO R  R E P A I R S .
rMrs. G. W. Curtis, .
L. E. F o x , ...................
G. T. S i l v e r , ..............
J. W. S im p so n ,.........
J. B. D arrah ,..............
V. A. L in n e l l , ............
C. A. Lane, ................
F. A. Porter, ..............
Mrs. F. H. Eastman,
Stanley B isbee,...........
John N. Welch,.........
Stanley Bi sbee, . . . .
F. B. Carroll , .........
C. R. Abbott, . . . . . . .
Ray V aughn ,................
J. F. Barron ,..............
Lovina V i r g i n , .........
V. A. L in n e l l , ............
J. H. Hutchins,.........
F. O. W alker,............
Monson Slate Co.,
M. M. E l l io t t , ............
Repairs Account.
To appropriation March, 1900,
By amount overdrawn Feb. 15, 1900, . . 
paid out as per items stated, . . . .  
balance undrawn Feb. 15, 19 0 1 , .  . .
J. F . B a rro n , .............................. .
Rumford Falls Ins. Agency,.
Oct.
Dec.
Jan.
Feb.
♦ S U P E R I N T E N D E N C E  A C C O U N T.
To appropriation of to w n , .......................... $750 oo $
By paid salary of Supt. to Feb. 1901,  . 687 50
bal. undrawn Feb. 15, 1 9 0 1 ,   62 50
$750 00 $750 00
250 will be due the town from the State in March, 
1901 ,  on this account.
H O L L A N D  SC H O O L A C C O U N T.
To appropriation of town,..................... $500 00 $
received of Ed. H o l l a n d ,   15 00
By paid W. O. Raynes for plans,. . . .  15 00
C. L . Howard for labor,. . . 2 25
A. E. Bartlett for foundation, 50 00
C. L. Howard for building,. . . 450 00
To amount overdrawn,  2 25
$ 5 17 25 $ 5 17 25
COMMON SC H O O L  STATISTICS.
The following school statistics are fo r the year beginning with the spring term 1900 and ending with the close of the present 
winter term. It should be noted that the figures will not compare with those on the preceding pages because the figures on those 
pages are for the financial year beginning Feb. 15, 1900, and ending Feb. 15, 1901.
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E A S T  E L L IS .
Spring
Fall
Winter
W E S T  E L L IS.
Spring
Fall
Winter
RUMFORD POINT.
Spring
Fall
Winter
(Primary
RUMFORD CORNER.
Spring
Fall
* Winter
ABBOTT SCHOOL.
Spring
Fall
Winter1
Ethel Lawrence 
Ethel Lawrence 
D. K. Elliot___
Susie L. Howard 
Mary H oyt 
Mary Hoyt
Florence Kimball 
Augusta Lovewell 
Augusta Lovewell 
Mary Martin
Mary Martin 
Mary Martin
Anna Bailey 
Susie L. Howard 
Alice Lovejoy
RED HILL.
Spring
Fall
Winter
THURSTON SCHOOL.
Fall
Winter
SOUTH RUMFORD.
Spring
Fall
Winter
EAST RUMFORD. Spring
ISTHMUS SCHOOL.
Spring
Fall
HOLLAND SCHOOL. Fall
FRANKLIN ANNEX.
Spring
Fall
Winter
PERU ANNEX.
Spring
Fall
Winter
RUMFORD CENTER  
GRAMMAR.
Spring
Fall
Winter
RUMFORD CENTER  
PRIMARY
Spring
Fall
Winter
*  Winter term is included with Rum ford Point.
Total cost of teachers’ services in above schools outside the village corporation for the year $2435 Number of different pupils registered in these schools 233. 
Average cost per pupil for the year $10  43
C H I S H O L M  S C H O O L .
*
Grade. Term Name of Teacher
1 st giade Bertha I . Cushman
Pd assistants in 1 st grade
4th giade ~ . Jennie C. Martin
5th grade spring L il la  E .  C urtis
6th, 7th and 8th grades S. A. Thompson
Pd assistants in grades 6-8
1st grade Pearl M. Elliot
5th grade S a ra Eaton
6th grade Fall L i l la Curtis
7th grade Ina Parlin
8th and 9th grades S. A. Thompson
1 st grade Pearl M. Elliot
5th grade Sara Eaton
6th grade Winter L i l la E. Curtis
7th grade Ina Parlin
8th and 9th grades S. A. Thompson
2nd grade  Ina Parlin
3rd grade spring s ara Eaton
1 st and 2d grades  Nancy Rankin
3rd and 4th grades a Jennie C. Martin
ist and 2d grades w - Nancy Rankin
j r d  and 4th grades ln er Jennie C. Martin
— — — — * a — ^ , t ' w w 1 m m  — .
P E T T E N G I L L  S C H O O L .
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VIRGINIA SCHOOL.
Primary Spring Annie J. Martin 40 34 10 8 00 80 00 2 OO
Primary Fall Annie J. Martin 34 28.4 12 7 OO 84 OO 2 47
Grammar J. a l S. E. Gould 21 18 12 8 00 96 OO 4 57
Primary winter Annie J. Martin 39 8 7 00 56 OO 1 44
Grammar W in t e r Susie E. Gould 23 8 ' 8 00 64 OO 2 78
a
•
T O L L  B R I D G E SC H O O L.
Spring Pearl M. Elliot 23 21 10 9 OO 90 OO 3 9 1
Fall Bertha I. Cushman 3 1 19 12 9 00 108 OO 3 48
Winter Bertha I. Cushman 26 8 9 00 72 OO 2 77
Total cost of teachers’ services in schools inside the village corporation for the year, $2653 20 Number of different pupils registered in these schools, 428. 
Average cost per pupil for the year, $6 20.
t
JI
c
34
S U M M A R Y  O F CO M M O N S C H O O L S  S T A T I S T I C S .
Whole number of scholars in town April I, 1900, 1017
Number of different pupils enrolled for the year, 661
Number of schools supported 30 weeks, 20
(i a 2) ^
2
n a a
a  it i t
a a it
“  “  ro “ 1
Number of weeks of all schools for the year, 7 13
Total paid for teachers’ services for the year, $5,088 20
fuel for the year (estimated), 800 00
janitors for the year (estimated), 490 00
conveyance for the year, 55 36
Total of all common school expenditures for the year (est), $6,433 56 
A verage cost of all expenditure per pupil based on entire
enrollment in all common schools of the town (est,) 9 75
In addition to the number enrolled in common schools 80 scholars 
have been enrolled in the two high schools, making a total of 741 
scholars in all the schools of the town.
Report of Special Joint Committee.
To t h e  C i t i z e n s  o f  R u m f o r d  a n d  M e x i c o :
In accordance with the votes of your respective towns 
your school committees met Mar. 10, 1900,' in special joint 
session, as provided by the laws of Maine, and organized 
with R. L. Taylor as chairman and J. J. Calhoun as secre­
tary. At this meeting a discussion of the relative merits 
of prospective candidates for the superintendency of your 
schools was held, after which Mr. Payson Smith, then of 
Canton, received unanimous election at a salary of $850. 
Mr. Smith had gained a long experience in school work 
and was recommended to us by local and State officials. 
We were justified in expecting for ourselves and the towns 
we represent efficient work under this arrangement which 
your vote made possible,and we have not been disappoint­
ed in the results. We believe that the schools of our 
respective towns have been more carefully inspected, and 
the work more intelligently guided under this arrange­
ment than was possible under the former arrangement, 
where a division of time and attention with other interests 
was necessary. We believe Mr. Smith has earnestly and 
impartially endeavored to further the educational interests
of both these towns.
In the belief that our schools will receive further and 
permanent benefit from the continuance of joint supervi­
sion we most earnestly recommend to the towns of Rum­
ford and Mexico that they vote to continue the arrange­
ment for the ensuing year.
R. L. T a y l o r , Chairman, 
J. J. C a l h o u n , Secretary, 
H. J. B i n f o r d ,
Special Jo in t  Committee 
V o f the towns o f
J .  L .  H o w a r d , ( R um f ord and Mexico.
J o h n  E. S t e p h e n s ,
A. J .  C o l c o r d ,
Warrant for Annual Meeting.
To H a r r is  L  E l l i o t t , a Constable of the Town of Rumford, in the
County of Oxford, Greeting:
In the name of the State of Maine you are hereby required to 
notify and warn the inhabitants of said town of Rumford, qualified 
by law to vote in town affairs, to m£et at the Wigwam at Rumford 
Falls in said town, on the Fourth day of March, A. I)., 1901, at ten 
o ’clock in the forenoon, to act on the following articles, to wit:
F i r s t — T o choose a M ode ia to r  to preside at  said meeting.
S e c o n d .— To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
Th i r d .— To choose Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of the  
Poor for the ensuing year.
F o u r t h .— To choose a town Treasurer for the ensuing year.
F i f t h .— To establish the late percent for collecting taxes, or 
salary, and to choose a Collector for the ensuing year.
SIXTH.— To choose a Road Commissioner for the ensuing year.
S e v e n t h .— To see if the town will vote to elect a Superintend-
%
ent of Schools for the ensuing yeai and to choose the same.
E i g h t h .— To choose one member of School Committee.
N i n t h .— To choose a Town Auditor for the ensuing year.
T e n t h  — T o  choose all o the r  necessary  town officers.
E l e v e n t h .— To see if the town will vote to grant and raise such 
sums of mone) as may be necessary for maintenance and support of 
schools, to puichase school books, to repair school houses, to care for 
the poor, to pay town debt and interest, to lepair roads and bridges, 
to pay miscellaneous expenses and to defray all other town charges.
T w e l f t h .— To see if the town will vote to allow* a discount on 
all taxes paid before a specified time, or charge inteiest on all taxes 
remaining unpaid after a specified time, or both, and to see wrhat sum 
of money the town will raise to defray the discount voted
T h i r t e e n t h .— To see if the town will authorize the town Treas­
urer, with the approval of the Selectmen, to borrow such sums of 
money as may be needed to defray towrn charges.
F o u r t e e n t h .— To see if the town will vote to continue the free 
High schools, as established, and see what sum of money the town 
will vote to raise for the support of same.
F i f t e e n t h .— To see if the town will vote to raise a sum of 
money for the proper observance of Memorial Day to be expended 
under the direction of Joseph E. Colby Post, G. A. R.
S i x t e e n t h .— To see if the town will vote to fix the salary of all 
town officers for the ensuing year.
S e v e n t e e n t h .— To see if the town will vote to authorize its Sup­
erintending School Committee to unite with either or any of the fol­
lowing named towns, to wit: Roxbury, Mexico, Peru and Hanover, in 
the employment of a Superintendent of Schools in accordance with 
the provisions of Chapter 296 of the Public Laws of A. D. 1897.
E i g h t e e n t h .— To see what instructions the town will give the 
Selectmen in regard to buying a Town Farm, and to raise such sums 
of money as will enable the Selectmen to carry out instructions.
N i n e t e e n t h .— T o see if the  town will vote  to buy  a s to n e  c r u s h ­
er, and  to see w ha t  sum  of m oney  the  town will vo te  to pay  for  same.
T w e n t i e t h .— To see if the town will vote to raise One Thou­
sand Dollars ($1000) to be used with the One Thousand Dollars 
raised at the last annual meeting, for the purpose of laying a sewer in 
Virginia.
T w e n t y - F i r s t .— To see what sum of money the town will raise 
to pay for the bridge to be built across the canal, and whether such 
sum shall be raised by assessment or loan.
T w e n t y -Se c o n d .— To see if the town will grant and raise the 
sum of Twenty Dollars for the use of the Rumford Falls Municipal 
Court to purchase Dockets and Record books.
T w e n t y - T h i r d .— T o  see what sum of money the town will vote  
to raise towards fencing the cemetery at Rumford Center.
T w e n t y -F o u r t h .— To see whether the town will vote to instruct 
its Superintending School Committee to dispose of the furnaces in 
the Rumford Point and Rumford Center schools and to place stoves 
in the rooms of the Rumford Center building.
T w e n t y - F i f t h .— T o see if the town will vote to instruct its 
Superintending School Committee to secure estimates of the cost of 
installing a steam heating apparatus in the Chisholm school and 
report at a future town meeting.
T w e n t y -S i x t h .— T o see if the town will vo te  to pay  its  t r u a n t  
officer a per  d iem com pensa t ion  for the  t im e  ac tua l ly  sp en t  in the
performance of his duties, and require a report to the town of the 
cases investigated by him.
T w e n t y -Se v e n t h .— To see if the town will vote to establish an 
evening school at Rumford Falls for twelve weeks of the ensuing 
year, an<J make an appropriation to cover the expenses of the same.
T w e n t y -E i g h t h .— To see what sum of money the town will 
raise for the purpose of grading the grounds around the High school 
building in Rumford Falls Village.
T w e n t y -N i n t h .— To see if the town will instruct the Selectmen 
to cause the road located by the County Commissioners in 1900, on 
the south side of the Androscoggin river from Virgil Fuller’s house 
to a point in the River road near Wallace C lark ’s ;  also that portion 
located between the John Irish farm owned by the Rumford Falls 
Power Company and the High bridge at the head of the falls, to be 
built the present season.
The Selectmen give notice that they will be in session for the
purpose of correcting the list of voters in said town and hearing and
deciding on applications claiming the right to have their names en­
tered upon said list, at the Selectmen’s office at Rumford Falls, at 
two o ’clock in the afternoon, on Saturday, March 2d, 1901, also at the 
Wigwam at Rumford Falls, in said town, at nine o’clock in the fore­
noon on the day of said meeting.
Given under our hands this Sixteenth day of February A. D. 1901.
H. C. D U N T O N ,  ) Selectmen
Y. A. T H U R S T O N ,  [ of
J A M E S  S. M O R S E , )  Rumford
A true copy— Attest:
H a r r i s  L. E l l i o t t , C ons tab le  of Rumford.
